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Objects of the
Theosophical Society

1. To form a nucleus of the universal brotherhood of humanity,
without distinction of race, creed, sex, caste, or color.
2. To encourage the comparative study of religion, philosophy,
and science.
3. To investigate unexplained laws of nature and the powers
latent in humanity.

Freedom of Thought
…There is no doctrine, no opinion, by whomsoever taught or held, that is in any
way binding on any member of the Society, none which any member is not free
to accept or reject. Approval of its three Objects is the sole condition of
membership. No teacher, or writer, from H.P. Blavatsky onwards, has any
authority to impose his or her teachings or opinions on members. Every member
has an equal right to follow any school of thought but has no right to force the
choice on any other. Neither a candidate for any office nor any voter can be
rendered ineligible to stand or to vote, because of any opinion held, or because of
membership in any school of thought. Opinions or beliefs neither bestow
privileges nor inflict penalties.

THERE IS NO RELIGION HIGHER THAN TRUTH
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IATF MISSION STATEMENT
To care, to assess, to preserve and to promote the theosophical legacy that the Great
Beings who formed this Society have shared with us; to offer a responsible and
effective promotion of this legacy; help young people drink from that spring; helping
people who require our assistance to live the ideal of progress through service to
others; to form a nucleus of fraternity, incessantly studying methods that allow us to
ward off conflicts and be united to progress and stimulate freedom of thought.

OUR VISION
Integrate us as a team and integrate all of America into a common goal associated
with the theosophical ideal of fraternity. Produce spaces of interior development and
offer experiential spaces of service.
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EDITORIAL
Dear brothers and sisters,
Our intention to reach every corner of the Americas is being fulfilled little by little; and
this magazine is one of the main instruments to achieve this. We hope you find your content
inspiring and useful.
The fundamental idea is to keep us in communication and united through this media. To
accomplish this, we will have soon a section where our readers can write their comments,
tell the beautiful things shared in their branches and things that are useful to all members
and supporters. This section of the magazine will be called "Letters from Readers". We
will be offering you more details about it. It is intended to improve communication and
collaboration between all of us. Shared fraternity is a very valuable chest, one where we
can all keep the most beautiful moments we have lived in the theosophical work. It is our
desire that the magazine carries a tone and content that have value and practical sense for
everyone in the area of the Three Americas and the world.
Annie Besant wrote that: "Every person, every race, every nation has its own tone to
contribute to the overall discourse of life and humanity." We are proudly Theosophists,
and that idea is equally valid for the IAFT. Through Theosophical Wisdom we wish to
bring a light that contributes to the betterment of Humanity.
We count on the cooperation of all our Brothers and Sisters from all over the Americas
under the shadow of peace and fraternity that we aspire to as FTI.
Magaly G. Polanco
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HISTORY OF THE TS
This letter was addressed by HPB to his sister Vera Petrovna de
Zhelihovsky (1835 – 1896), probably between the end of 1875
and the beginning of 1876. Vera was a member of the
Theosophical Society and author of some books for children,
articles for Russian newspapers, and several works on the life of
her sister Helena.
Source: The Letters of H.P. Blavatsky -Volume 1 (E.N.)

To V. de Zhelihovsky
Well, Vera, believe it or not, some enchantment is upon me. You can hardly
imagine in what a charmed world of pictures I live! … I am writing Isis; not
writing, rather copying our and drawing that which she personally is showing
me. Really, it seems to me as if the ancient Goddess of Beauty in person leads
me through all the lands of bygone centuries which I have to describe. I am
sitting with my eyes open and, to all appearances, see and hear everything
real and actual around me; and yet at the same time I see and hear that which
I write. I feel short of breath; I am afraid to make the slightest movement, for
fear to spell might be broken…Slowly century after century, image after
image, float out of nowhere and pass before me as if in a magic panorama;
and meanwhile I put them together in my mind, fitting in epochs and dates,
and know positively there can be no mistake. Races and nations, countries, and cities, long vanished in the
darkness of the pre – historic past, emerge and disappear, giving place to others; and then I am told the
consecutive dates. Hoary antiquity gives room to historical periods; myths are explained to me by means of
events and people who actually existed, and every event which is at all remarkable, every newly -turned leaf of
this many – colored book of life, impresses itself on my brain with photographic accuracy. My own conceptions
and calculations appear to me later on as the separate-colored pieces of different shapes in the game which is
called casse-tête [Fr. brain teaser, puzzle]. I too gather them together and try to match them one with the other,
and in the end there always comes out something geometrically correct… It stands to reason, it is not I who do
it all, buy my Ego, the highest principles that live in me; and even then, with the help of my Guru, my teacher,
who helps me in everything. If I happen to forget something, all I have to
do is to address him, or another one like him, in thought, and what I had
forgotten emerges once more before my eyes, sometimes whole tables of
numbers and long inventories of events passing before me. They
remember everything. They know everything… Without them whence
would my knowledge come?
…Both in my waking state and, it seems, in my sleep, I am
occupied with Isis! I look and observe and am filled with delight over that
which I see, as her veil becomes thinner and thinner and falls away before
my eyes!... It is already almost three years since pictures of the past, daily
and nightly, have hovered around me…
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HISTORY OF THE TS IN THE AMERICAS

History Of Theosophical Society in Cuba
Gaspar Torres

INTRODUCTION OF THEOSOPHY IN CUBA

In 1893 Theosophy was introduced in Cuba by Dn.
Juan José Jiménez y Serrano, Lieutenant Colonel of
the Spanish Civil Guard and Military Commander
of the City of Sancti Spiritus, Las Villas. Jiménez y
Serrano came from the Theosophical Group of
Madrid, Spain, first constituted Latin lodge of
which he was founder together with Dn. Francisco
Montoliú of Tagore, and Dn. José Xifré and
Hannel, disciples of H.P.B. Jiménez Serrano also
served as President of the "Alicante" Branch of the
same Spanish city.
This first group was made up of Br. Manuel Janer
Román, primary school teacher and English
teacher, Dr. Ramón Rogina Carbonell, Doctor of
Port and Miguel Muñoz Tovar, English teacher.
Their diplomas were issued in London on 22
September 1896. They are the oldest members of
the Cuban Section. Later, Rufino Antañón, Agustín
Marshall, Wenceslao Hernández, Gabriel Benítez
and Lorgio Vargas García, with only 15 years, are
also part of the first Theosophical Group of Cuba,
under the directive of Br. Janer Román.
During the War of Independence, from 1895 to
1898, the group of Sancti Spiritus was almost
dissolved. Colonel Jiménez Serrano returned to
Spain in 1895 and Br. Janer Román went to Mexico
and returned after peace was signed.
Upon taking up residence in Havana, Br. Muñoz
Torval restarts the theosophical work in this city,
together with Rogina Carbonell, and the second
Theosophical Center of the country is established.
From them knew the Theosophy, Dn. José María
Massó y Juncosa and Dn. Guillermo P. y González
who received their diplomas on December 4, 1898,
and January 12, 1899, respectively.
The Act of Constitution of the "Habana" Lodge, the
first Theosophical Lodge to be organized in
Havana, is dated January 7, 1900. They requested a
Charter of Incorporation, but the documents were
lost and a provisional letter dated January 20, 1901
was issued by Manuel Treviño, by order of Don

José Xifré, Presidential Agent later in Spain and on
behalf of Colonel Henry S. Olcott. Its founders
were: President Dn. José Maria Massó y Juncosa;
Secretary, Mr. Guillermo Pérez de Utrera Arcaño;
Treasurer, Mr. Horacio Arroyo Lòpez and
Members, Miguel R. Muñoz Tovar, Dr. Ramón
Rogina Carbonell, Mr. Nicasio Ramírez Martínez,
Mr. Arturo Carricarte del Villar, Mr. Miguel A.
Romero Ripoll, Mr. Hipólito Mora García, and Mr.
Ambrosio L. Pereira. The effort was continued to
obtain the Charter of Constitution that was issued
by the American Section on March 17, 1902. The
Lodge was later named Annie Besant. At first Br.
Miguel Muñoz was elected President of the Branch,
but later he resigned and became Br. Massó when
it was officially constituted on January 20, 1901,
not appearing in the Act of Constitution of that date
the brothers Hipólito Mora, Arturo de Carricarte
and Br. Pedro Fernández Choperena.
This Lodge began an arduous propaganda work.
Theosophy was completely unknown in Cuba and
in all the Spanish-speaking countries surrounding
the Gulf. Propaganda began and continued by
personal letters and by the publication of a
"Theosophical Magazine" which began in
September 1901 and ended in February 1903. As
the country's printers were Catholic, Massó saw
that they would not do the work of publishing
theosophical propaganda literature, and although
he was of limited resources, he bought a printing
press that he installed in his own house; overwork
left him almost blind.
The City of Cienfuegos is part of the third
Theosophical Group that begins in 1900 with Brs.
José
Torrado
González-Llorente,
Ignacio
Hernández, Manuel Gómez Valle, Serafín Ros
Utrilla, Octavio Guerrero, Jorge O'Bourke,
Gustavo Lavón and José Terry. They were related
with Br. José María Massó and officially
established The "Sophia” theosophical Lodge on
October 29, 1902, under the Presidency of José
González Llorente.
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On November 17, 1902, the Concordia Branch was
constituted in Havana, which operated until 1906
and was one of the constituent Lodges of the
Section. It was constituted with 18 members, 5 of
them from Annie Besant. Among the other
members was Raphael of Albear and Saint Just,
who was elected secretary of the Lodge and later
became the second Secretary General of the
Section.
On January 14, 1904, the third Lodge in Sancti
Spiritus that had been operating since 1903 was
officially constituted, with the name of Bhajti
Gyan, although the names of all the founders are
not known, were among them, the brothers Manuel
Janer Román Ramón L. Rogina and Porfirio
Rodríguez.
Colonel Olcott visits Cuba, on September 20, 1903,
for a month until October 19, to come into
possession of a legacy of one hundred thousand
pesos donated to the General Headquarters of
Adyar and dedicated to "The work of the Masters"
by the Cuban theosophist Salvador de la Fuente
Romero. The Library of Adyar perpetuates his
memory and his name appears on top of the east
façade. In 1905 a monument to his memory was
erected as a symbol of gratitude and remembrance
of the Adyar Headquarters, in the Columbus
Cemetery.
FOUNDATION OF THE CUBAN SECTION OF
THE THEOSOPHICAL SOCIETY

•

•
•

Fraternity. 1903. Banes, East.

Virya. 1904. San José, Costa Rica.
H. S. Olcott. 105. Habana.

Colonel Olcott assigned to The Cuban Section, the
Lodges constituted in the area of Latin America and
the Caribbean of which it was the territorial seat.

DECADES
FIRST DECADE: (1905–1915)

Under the presidency of Br. José María Massó the
number of lodges grew to 19, including the Lodge
"Loto Blanco" in 1905 and the lodge "Dharma" of
Matanzas in 1908. In addition, ten lodges are
founded outside our territory under our
headquarters.
On June 20, 1908, Br. José María Massó y Juncosa
passed on to a higher life. He was succeeded in
office by Br. Rafael de Albear y Saint-Just of
meritorious trajectory for 18 years. Twenty-nine
lodges were founded during his tenure: thirteen in
Cuba, five in Puerto Rico, one in Guatemala, one in
Colombia, one in Venezuela, two in Costa Rica and
six in Mexico. On September 7, 1911, the
Leadbeater Lodge was founded, with five members
of the Bhakti Gyan Lodge and five new members.
Later it acquires its own building.
SECOND DECADE: (1916-1925)

The Cuban Section of the Theosophical Society
was organized under the Presidency of Br. José
María Massó y Juncosa, on January 25, 1905,
commissioned by Colonel H.S. Olcott to found the
Section. On February 7 of the same year, the
official communication was received, sanctioned
by Mr. Massó, who continued to act as Acting
Secretary until June 5, 1905, the date on which the
First Convention was held, and he was officially
elected Secretary General.
On January 25, 1905, the "H.S. Olcott" Lodge was
founded in the City of Havana, and thus the seven
lodges that were required for the official
recognition of the Section were completed, since
until that moment there were only five Lodges in
Cuba:
•
•
•
•

Annie Besant. January 20, 1901, Havana. Extension
of the Constitutional Charter by the American
Section, March 17, 1902.
Sophia. October 29, 1902, Cienfuegos.
Constitutional Charter of Adyar.
Concord. 1902. Havana.
Bhakti Gyan. 1903. Sancti Spiritus, Las Villas.

During the first five years, 17 lodges were founded:
six in Cuba, six in Mexico and one in: Costa Rica,
Panama, Nicaragua, Santo Domingo and Puerto
Rico.
On February 24, 1920, the Mexican Section was
constituted, with a Constitutive Letter issued by
Adyar, and received in Cuba to be delivered by
Brother Albear, in his capacity as Secretary General
and because Cuba was the mother seat.
It is notorious the trip of Rafael de Albear, as
Delegate to the World Congress held in Paris on
July 4, 1921. This Congress was chaired by Annie
Besant in her capacity as Second International
President.
Seven lodges emerged in Cuba from 1920 to 1925,
of which "Amor" de Santa Clara founded by
Antolín García on April 10, 1923, is still active. In
Puerto Rico 8 lodges were organized, so in 1925 he
founded the Puerto Rican Section, the second to the
one that left the Cuban Section, dated April 16,
1925, issued its Constitutive Charter.
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THIRD DECADE: (1926-1935)

At this stage 25 lodges were founded in Cuba,
among them, Kut-Humi, on November 6, 1926,
Heracles, on May 4, 1929 and MahaChohan, on
January 29, 1935, all three still in operation; one in
Honduras and two in Santo Domingo that were the
last registered abroad, since the Section was
reduced to the national territory of Cuba, when the
Agency was organized in 1926 as the Presidential
Agency of Central America and also trespassed, for
the Section of Puerto Rico, the lodges of Santo
Domingo.
By resignation of Brother Rafael de Albear, Brother
Edelmiro A. Félix, appointed by the XXII Annual
Convention of July 1926, became the General
Secretary and there it was agreed to draft a new
Regulation and henceforth appoint the Secretary
General, National President. From 1930 to 1933,
Brother Dr. José Ramón Villaverde was elected
National President. At the XXIII Annual
Convention, on June 9, 1933, Brother Salvador
Sibecas was elected National President, and the
publication of the Cuban Theosophical Magazine
was resumed. In January 1935 the first Convention
was held in that month in the City of Havana, it was
number XXXI, the previous one had been in July
1934. As result of discrepancies about the
dissolution of The Order off the Star and the absent
of Krishnaji from the Theosophical Society, many
Lodges ceased to function, and many embers
renounced.
FOURTH DECADE: (1936-1945)

From 1936 to January 1939 Brother Lorgio Vargas
García was elected for the national presidency,
moving the printing of the Magazine from Santiago
de Cuba to Sancti Spiritus, he resigned on March
31, 1938, and was replaced during the 9 months of
the rest of the period by Juan Cruz Bustillo.
During the first five years from 36 to 40 10 new
Lodges were founded, including the Marie Poutz
Lodge on May 27, 1938, and the Atma Lodge on
October 10, 1938, both still in operation.
During the 35th. Annual Convention held in
Havana on January 15, 1939, was elected for the
triennium 1939-1941, Sister Esther de la Peña,
being re-elected for the following triennium, dying
in 1944, a few months later after having acquired
on behalf of the Section the plot that today occupies
the Social Building of Lombillo. In 1939, on the
occasion of the visit of Br. Raja, the Hymn to
Theosophy written by the brother and poet Rogelio
Sotela was premiered. The music was composed by

Maestro Emilio León who won the prize in the
Contest held for this purpose.
During the second five years, which was critical,
only two lodges were founded that no longer exist
today.
On April 26, 1944, the Board of Trustees for the
Social Building was created, under the presidency
of Andrea Moreau de Lariot, then National
President of the Section to replace Esther de la
Peña.
Although since 1914 a Fund had been created to
construct a building for the Section, that first
money collected was lost by more than half
($1417.66 out of $2,025.25) by the bankruptcy of
the Banks of 1929; in 1944 there was only
$2,808.47, so when paying the value of the land
acquired for $ 2,795.63 only $ 12.84 remained.
On January 21, 1945, Brother Armando Alfonso
Ledón was elected President by the National
Convention for the following biennium, since the
Regulations had been modified.
FIFTH DECADE: (1946-1955)

Between 1946 and 1950 7 lodges emerged, of
which only the “Lealtad” Lodge founded on
January 26, 1946, continues to function. On the
occasion of great dissensions between the members
of East and West, a meeting was held that became
at that time, in "The Governing Board" formed by
María G. Duany, José Ferrer and Max López for the
East, Ángel Terradas, Pelagio Garma and José
Fernández for the Center and Juan Cruz Bustillo,
Armando A. Ledón and Celestino Aguilar for the
West. This led to a process of reform of the
Regulations that concluded with the election of
María G. Duany as Secretary General, in
Camagüey on September 25, 1946, but she was
unable to finish her triennium; on her resignation,
was replaced by Armando Alfonso Ledón and in a
period of 12 months there were 4 National
Presidents. In October 1948 Celestino Aguilar
Mora was elected National President. By reform of
the Regulation 5 months later there were again
elections. In that same year of 1948, by vote, the
headquarters of the Section was passed to the Villa
Leadbeater Center in Sancti Spiritus, and was again
elected National President of the Section, in 1949,
Brother Lorgio Vargas García who had already
taken the headquarters there from 1936 to 39.
On January 20, 1952, the Devenir Youth Lodge was
founded, which is the last of the founded ones that
continues to function.
On January 18, 1953, Brother Ramón Melero
Lobato was elected National President until
January 1954, and after a temporary replacement of
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Brother Aurelio Mejías Macías, Brother Juan
Alfonso Sánchez was elected on March 28, 1954.
From the end of 1950 and already fully in 1951
began to be used by the Lodges of Havana, the
building of Lombillo 634 finished with great
sacrifices and the need for a mortgage that the
Board of Trustees could not liquidate until the 60s.
At the end of this Decade the fiftieth anniversary of
the Section was celebrated with 25 lodges operating
throughout the territory.
SIXTH DECADE: (1956-1965)

During the period two lodges were founded, Count
Saint Germain, in Havana, and H.P. Blavatsky in
Güines both extinct a few years later. The Section
was governed during this period, and in this order
by brothers Armando Alfonso Ledón, (56 to 58)
Alfredo Puig (59 to 61) and Celestino Aguilar Mora
for the rest of the decade. The year 1965 closes with
482 members.
SEVENTH DECADE: (1966-1975)

Brother Aguilar continued in a second period, but
on the occasion of leaving the country Brother
Celestino Aguilar Mora replaced him in 1968 by
Brother Dana Cruz Bustillo Artigas for two periods
of three years each. In 1974 Brother Juan Bautista
Rodríguez Oliva replaced him. During this period,
the Lodges are reduced to 13 Lodges, closing all
those of Camagüey and Oriente, except the White
Lotus Lodge of Santiago de Cuba.
Culminates this decade with the celebration of the
Centenary of the Foundation of the International
Theosophical Society.
EIGHTH DECADE: (1976-1985)

re-elected for the next triennium from 1989 to
1991, in which period the Loto Blanco Lodge of
Santiago de Cuba is closed by the authorities of the
Registry of Associations to be at the end of a
quarter with less than the 30 members required by
the Law of Associations of 1976 and despite the
fact that the Regulations of the Theosophical
Society only requires 7 members at least, the social
premises that were owned by the Lodge in Santiago
de Cuba were also lost. The Section is already with
the 12 Lodges that make it up at present.
From 1992 to 1995, Sister Lelia Fernández Pagola
was re-elected twice, who saw the need to spend all
the schedules of the Lodges of Havana that meet in
the premises of the Section, at the afternoon hours
of Saturdays and Sundays, re-establishing the
previous rule of sessions exclusive for members
only.
TENTH DECADE: (1996-2003...)

Sister Lelia Fernández Pagola celebrates the
rest of the two years that remained of the
previous election and in January 1998 Brother
Gaspar Torres Martínez is elected for the
triennium that began. In 2001, Sister Nilda
Venegas Bernal was elected, who held the
position for only two years, being replaced by
Brother Gaspar Torres Martínez since her
departure from the country in November 2002.
In 2001 Sister Nilda made a new adjustment of
the schedule of the Lodges that meet in Havana
so that they could return to weekly meetings of
members and establish a weekly meeting open
to the public in which the Basic Theosophical
Course and various different topics alternate
but completed in each session.

The first five years continued in the National
Presidency Brother Juan B. Rodríguez re-elected
until 1979. At the 1980 Convention, Sister Lelia
Fernández Pagola took office, who was re-elected
for the triennium 1983-84-85. In these two periods
and even with the crisis that produced the exodus
of the Mariel, the Section remained without major
setbacks in its work.
NINTH DECADE: (1986-1995)

The decade begins with the inauguration of Brother
Luis Coloma Delgado as National President, who is
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Interviewing Ed Abdill
Juliana Cesano

Juliana Cesano: Today I have the pleasure to
be in conversation with EA. Ed lives in New
York City and has been a member of the
Theosophical Society since 1959. He's the
author of two books and a former Vice
President of the Theosophical Society in
America. He was twice President of the New
York branch of the TS and an international
speaker for many years. Thank you so much
Ed, for accepting to do this interview. I think it
will be appreciated by the people in Latin
America.
Ed Abdill: My pleasure.
JC: I would like to ask you first, if you can tell
us how you came into Theosophy?
EA: Well, from my earliest memory of four
years old, I had a deep sense of the spiritual.
Of course, I believed it was God, because I was
told that is what it was, and as a teenager
sometimes walking home from a church
service in the evening, the spiritual feeling was
so powerful that I thought Jesus would appear
in the clouds at any moment. So, I have always
had that deep sense of the spiritual. In high
school, I wrote an essay on comparative
religion. I was the most devout Christian who
ever lived. I would not even smile at a religious
joke, now I tell outrageous ones. I wrote that
essay. At the time I was learning Spanish at the
Latin American Institute in New York City, it
was just after high school, and I was in a
conversation class, with no more than six
people. The instructor was from Peru. She said
she wanted something more serious for the
final exam in the conversation class, which
really meant that she was bored with everything
that we were talking about. I thought, well, I
will rehash that essay in Spanish, which I did.
Now, as I said, I was a devout Christian, but I
was very fair-minded, and I just gave the
beliefs of the different religions. I did not say

anything about
Christianity
being
the
“true” religion
or anything
like
that,
which at the
time it was.
The next day
she brought
me
a
pamphlet translated from English “Qué Es
Teosofía”, and I read it. I'd heard about
reincarnation, but I never heard about Karma.
I read all of these new ideas, and at the end, the
last sentence caught me. It said, “If you doubt
these things, there is a vast literature, read and
decide for yourself.” That caught me, so I
asked her if she had books on the subject,
preferably in English, which would be easier
for me, and the next day she brought me a
book. She was a member of the Spanish
speaking branch of the Theosophical Society
in New York. It was a group of no more than
35 people in a city of 8 million people. That
was not chance, that was destiny. I was very
interested in the book. Thank God, she brought
me a sensible one. If she brought me Man,
Whence How and Whither I probably would
have thought you were all nuts!
JC: I'm glad she knew which book to pick.
EA: Yes, the sensible one it hit me. And then I
was in the army for two years. I volunteered
for the draft, so I only had to serve two years.
The first year I was in Fort Meade Maryland in
administrative
personnel
with
the
counterintelligence corps, and the next year I
was in Korea between the wars, so I did not see
combat, thank God. I came back to New York
and immediately started to attend public
meetings at the Theosophical Society. But one
day, I decided if I really agree with these ideas,
12
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I should become a Member. And I thought,
well if I do, I have to give up the idea that Jesus
is the only son of God, and that he is an adept,
a Mahatma. And I thought to myself if God is
truth and I ignore truth, I ignore God. That was
it, I never prayed again, I meditated.
JC: Who was at the Lodge at the time? Who
were the elders and how old were you?
EA: I was in my twenties, around maybe 24, I
was quite young. Dora Kunz was there and
Fritz Kunz, her husband. Both of them were
particularly important in my life, they were
both mentors. I learned to meditate from Dora,
who had a unique ability to touch something
deep within you when we meditated. It gave
you a sense of the Inner Self. She was amazing
with that ability. Fritz was dedicated to
justifying modern science, modern exact
science, with the Theosophical philosophy and
Indian philosophy. He worked at that. So,
without Fritz I could not have written The
Secret Gateway: Modern Theosophy and the
Ancient Wisdom Tradition; and without Dora I
would not have learned to meditate. I owe
them an eternal debt, which I can only repay
by helping others to understand.
JC: How was going to meetings and having
them there, were they there every meeting?
EA: Dora and Fritz? Dora was, but not Fritz.
Fritz would give lectures from time to time,
and he would attract an enormous crowd,
standing room only. He was an excellent
speaker. An NYU professor of English said he
was the best speaker he ever heard. And he,
indeed, was very good at it! So, Fritz came
occasionally when he gave a lecture, and
others attended regularly, most of whom have
gone on to Devachan.
JC: Yes, you might have so many anecdotes
with them. I especially wanted to ask you if
you can tell us about an anecdote with Dora,
something that you remember, I know she was
very funny so you may want to share one of
those.
EA: Yes, Dora and I both had a great sense of
humor, so we were instant friends, and we

were friends for almost 40 years. She was like
the little girl with a curl. When she was good,
she was very good and when she was bad, she
was horrid. She had a very difficult
personality, and I could write a little booklet
on all the funny things that Dora did. Anyway,
she would mix metaphors, she had a very large
vocabulary, but words were not her strength,
they were her weakness, actually. She would
take the metaphor “the proof is in the eating of
the pudding and that's the acid test” and she
would mix it up and say, “that's the acid
putting.”
At the theosophical camp, Pumpkin Hollow in
upstate New York, we always had a weekend
in the spring to open up the camp, and in the
autumn to close it. In the fall, we had to take
all the mattresses from the cabins and put them
in one cabin with rat poison. If we did not, the
mice and rats would eat the mattresses. One
spring, John Coats (who was international
president at the time), me, and Dora were
getting the mattresses to put them back in the
cabins. Now all the mattresses had names put
on them in black ink, so we knew where to put
them. One mattress had two different names on
it and we didn't know where it went. Dora
stood there, cocked her head like a chicken,
flopped on the mattress on her back. She
jumped up and said, “Margaret's cabin.” Years
later I asked her if she remembered that and
she said, “Well, I didn't want to waste time.”
JC: Thank you for sharing that. One of the
books you wrote is the Secret Gateway and
John Algeo wrote the foreword of the book. As
a brother on the path, what did John mean to
you or how did he contribute to your own
spiritual life?
EA: John was an extremely good friend, we are
both Scorpios, so we sort of understood one
another, you know, and he had a sharp sense of
humor. He was very helpful to me. I would ask
him questions from time to time and I'd always
get a very sensible accurate answer. Once I
gave a course at the national headquarters in
Wheaton, a course on the Mahatma letters. It
was during the summer Convention time and
the course was for a whole week Monday
through Saturday. On Friday I decided I was
13
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not going to lecture on Saturday morning. I
said “I am not going to lecture tomorrow, I
would like you to bring questions and
comments and if you'd rather not raise your
hand, you can write the questions on a paper
without any names, we will put them in a
basket. I will pull them out and we'll discuss
them.” Saturday morning came and I had an
hour and 15 minutes program. I asked, “Any
questions?” none. I asked, “Any written
questions?” none. I had an hour and 15
minutes! Fortunately, I was a seasoned speaker
already or I would have been terrified. I got
very quiet. I thought about what I wanted to
say about the Brothers and the energy, the
inspiration, poured through me. I was a witness
to what I was saying. It was amazing. At the
end of it, John, who was then the national
president, came up to me and said, “I am going
to do something very un-Scorpio-like.” I said,
“What is that, John?” He said, “I'm going to
hug you for that”, and he did. Years later I
talked to Dora about that experience. Now
Dora was such that if you were talking
nonsense, she would likely call you an idiot
and walk away from you. She just did not have
any time for nonsense, you know? But as I told
her about my experience, she had the most
beautiful smile on her face shaking her head in
the affirmative, she knew what had happened.
Somehow, I had gotten in rapport with the
Brothers. I do not say they thought of me
personally, but somehow, I got in rapport with
them, and their influence flooded through me.
JC: That is a beautiful anecdote. What inspired
you to write the Secret Gateway? Which was
your first book.
EA: Well, people had asked me to write a book
for a long time and I kept saying I'm a better
speaker than a writer. I did not think I was a
good writer. Then a friend of mine, Dan
Doolan, was doing the illustrations for the
Quest Books at the time, and he emailed me
and said “I'm so tired of doing illustrations for
these ridiculous books, why don't we have a
book from EA?” and I emailed him back, and
I said, “I think you put the final straw on the
camel's back, I am going to do it.” Then I
realized, I really had the book already from all

of the talks that I had given around the world.
My problem was to organize them and to edit
them. That's the rub as Shakespeare might say,
I am a slow editor. I'm a good one, but it takes
me a long time. I graduated from NYU with a
Phi Beta Kappa degree in English, and it was
only because I knew how to write an A paper.
I never turned it in until it was an A and it
always was. So, I am a slow editor, and before
the book was published the woman in charge
of the TPH (Theosophical Publishing House)
then said “Oh, you're a very good writer” and
then I realized that my problem was editing
and that was why I was slow at it, so I wrote
the book.
JC: That is one of the books we recommend to
newcomers to theosophy.
EA: Well, the reason I wrote it was because
people [newcomers] would always ask, as I'm
sure they would ask you “What should I read?”
Well, I would say, The Key to Theosophy,
which is a very good book, but it is 19th
century and I thought we really need a
contemporary language book that everyone
can understand. Now I'm quite sure that every
human being has some ability, even if it's
hidden, and one of my abilities is, I can make
the most abstract concepts clear. People say
when they read my book “Oh, it sounds like
you are talking” because that is one of my
abilities. So that is why I wrote the book, and
it has been used in Theosophical centers and
study groups around the world.
JC: What a great idea! You also wrote a book
entitled, Masters of Wisdom: The Mahatmas,
Their Letters, and the Path. It was published
by a very respected publishing house in the
US. It was the first time I saw the eyes of the
Mahatmas on a book cover. How did you feel
about bringing to light the idea of the
Mahatmas to a broader audience?
EA: Well, I was asked to write that book by
Mitch Horowitz who was at that time Vice
President and chief editor of Tarcher Penguin.
He asked me if I would write that book. At
first, I said no because I wrote ten pages about
the Mahatmas in The Secret Gateway, and that
is all I have to say about them. Then I realized
14
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all the nonsense out there about masters--that
live in bodies of light, that they live for
eternity, and that they help you with your
personal problems. All of it is sheer nonsense!
I thought, maybe I can clear up some of the
difficulties, some of the misunderstandings. I
wrote it for that reason, and about one fourth
of the book is direct quotes from the Mahatma
letters, letters they wrote. The originals of
which are now in the British Library originally
in the British Museum. I have handled those
letters myself, and I will never forget the first
one I read directly in their handwriting. It was
after the Mahatma Kuthumi commonly known
as K.H. had returned from what we call a
retreat. It was some kind of a deep spiritual
transformation he had to go through in Tibet.
He came back and he wrote a letter saying, “I
am self again, but what is self but a passing
guest, whose concerns are all like a mirage of
the great desert.” Years later I gave a talk
called “Self, the passing guest.”
JC: I personally feel this was a great
contribution. Now many people outside the TS
have access to this book. They can learn about
Madame Blavatsky’s teachers, the nature of an
adept, and the future of all human beings. Ed,
you have lived through so much within the
Theosophical Society and your life has been so
focused on spiritual unfoldment. If you had to
distill, to summarize the spiritual life in a few
words, what would you say it has been for
you?
EA: That's not an easy question. The spiritual
life to me is a journey into the heart of one's
being. Now I have always had that urge, as I
said, from the time I was four years old. It's

always been a search, I felt strongly that one
day I would understand, and I pushed for that,
over and over, and of course coming into the
Theosophical Society, learning to meditate,
the journey is inward, of course. The journey
outward is important also. Allegedly the three
limbs of the Theosophical life are study,
meditation, and service. I used to think that
they were three different things, no they are
not, they're one thing. The search, the study is
outward, first reading, hearing, listening. Then
meditation is a search inward; both must go
beyond the personal ego. One must learn how
to drop it. One has to learn how to clear the
mind of all thought, even the thought of God,
a thought of Theosophical principles, it has to
be totally, totally clear like a mountain lake
that can then reflect what is above it. So that
has been my guiding light. In fact, I've written
my memoirs. I don't know whether they'll ever
be published, probably posthumously. I called
it A Journey to the Real: Memoirs of a
Theosophist. It means that to me, in that
constant search never, never arriving. You
never can say “I've got it,” because the minute
you say it, you do not have it. You have
duality, if you meditate profoundly with that
one desire of being at one with the eternal,
there comes a moment where there is a flash of
understanding. There is a nanosecond where
there is no me, there is no time, there is only
eternity. A Zen master called it a fleeting
forever.
JC: You just summarized so much of what I
wanted to ask you in such a beautiful way that
can only come from experience. I'm really
grateful for this time that you gave me.
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SERVICE

The Blessing of Relationship
Ananya Sri Ram

Each of the three Objects of the
Theosophical Society begin with an
instructive action. “To form,” “To encourage,”
and “To investigate.” However, what we often
overlook is that each of these objects are about
relationship. We cannot form a nucleus of
universal brotherhood without others, nor can
we comparatively study material if it weren’t
for those who sought answers to the questions
about life and later put pen to paper. It is
through other’s experiences that we are
inspired to investigate our own hidden or
latent powers. We realize that what lies within
ourselves, lies within all. The study of
Theosophy is about relationship and the
organization is structured in such a way that
without relationship, it has no purpose.
For many who have spent their lives
devoted to Theosophy, an insight eventually
unfolds that there is no one here but the
Absolute. What we see before us in every
shape, size, color, material, personality, joy,
destruction, chaos, and death is the Absolute
in its many forms. It is the Eternal at play. It is
forever
evolving
through
forming,
maintaining, maturing, and completing its
cycle only to evolve again in another way. This
process goes on and on. It is the churning of
Vishnu, done by Vishnu himself. He is just a
form and energy, a variation of the Absolute.
The One becomes the Many and the Many
becomes the One. In our ignorance, we forget
that at the core of our being, we are the
Absolute.
Too often in our everyday life, we pay little
attention to the Eternal at work. As we awaken
to the day, we move from a realm of darkness
and unconsciousness to one of awareness and
realization. We may credit this to the process

of our brain, nerves, and so on. But what gives
life to all of this? What allows us to see the
light shining through our eyes in the mirror? If
we look carefully, the light shines through the
eyes of everyone around us. Eventually we see
that this light is held in every leaf, blade of
grass, and drop of water. It is vibrant in every
atom, shines in every creature, and embraces
everything and everyone. It is what breathes us
and gives us the power to take our first breath
of life. It maintains us through the years and
comforts us as we let go of this life, taking our
last breath. The light within quietly whispers
to all of us: “we are all one.” This would not
happen without the blessing of relationship.
It is through relationship that we begin to
understand the divinity that lies in the physical
form. The divine, through its journey into the
layered material world, is forever changing
and growing in intelligence. The relationship
is what transforms the divine and the material
world. As we are a part of both, with the ability
to know ourselves, humans have been given an
extraordinary gift to change the world that
surrounds them. We are alchemists but have
forgotten the sacred formula. It lies within our
hearts. Yet we continue to look outside
ourselves for answers.
Divine teachings stress that love is imperative
to life. As Krishnamurti states, “Anything that
brings about a division, a separation, is not
love, for in that there is conflict, strife and
brutality.” And yet, looking at the world
around us, we see the effects of humanity’s
inability to understand how crucial love is to
our own survival. Our lives have become
impersonal. Thousands of people die due to
war, starvation, or disease. Unless we know
someone personally or feel a connection to
them, we are not impacted by what happens.
16
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We have our own problems to deal with. We
may feel a sense of sorrow or concern for a
period of time, but the feeling fades. Our own
personal life and issues take over. Perhaps this
is a natural defense mechanism, so we don’t
feel overwhelmed. Or perhaps it is a reminder
that life is fragile and fleeting so we need to
give more care to the beauty that surrounds us.
Suffering or struggle seems to be part
of our lesson as humans. It is true that during
adverse circumstances we grow emotionally,
mentally, and spiritually. In such situations we
awaken to inner strengths and insights we
often don’t know we have. However, when we
relieve the suffering of others, there is a greater
impact on our spiritual nature because such
action, when done selflessly, puts us in touch
with “the power that maketh all things new.”
We move out of our personal self-concern and
place ourselves in the life of another. Such
action is a spiritual transcendence because we
move from our everyday manas to buddhimanas, from the everyday mind to the heartmind. This movement brings forth and
connects to a finer, more subtle consciousness
thus expanding our own. We cannot help but
be transformed by it.
The Theosophical Society stands on three
pillars: meditation, study, and service. Out of
these three, many view service as their work
within the Society itself. Hours of writing
lectures, giving talks, and teaching are done by
a number of members. This has been the
practice of the Society for many years, and it
is one avenue toward understanding the world
around us, humanity, and the individual. The
struggle that comes with growth, however,
happens when we place ourselves outside of
what we know and with what we are
comfortable. The Theosophical Society’s first
Object “To form a nucleus of the universal
brotherhood of humanity without distinction. .
. “is easy when we work with those we get
along with and enjoy their company. We do
not mind driving a member we like to a
meeting or taking them shopping or even

helping them financially. It is more difficult
when they are people we do not know or
whose lives make us feel a bit guilty for the
comforts we have.
Annie
Besant’s
brainchild,
the
Theosophical Order of Service (TOS), was
created because many members at the time
realized this need within the Society. Members
were becoming comfortable with going to
lectures and writing articles and discussing
“Rounds and Chains,” but little was being
done in the interest of humanity itself.
Members who were service oriented were
helping different organizations, but within the
TS there was no formal service structure until
the TOS was formed. This is not to say that
lectures, workshops, and articles are not
important, but such continuous action can lead
us, as an organization, to complete selfcenteredness. We get comfortable speaking to
the same people about the same topics. Our
work is to benefit humanity. We can do this by
building trusting relationships within our
communities and addressing issues with
sustainable solutions, so the benefits are paid
forward. But to start, we must move outside
the known.
It was believed one hundred years ago
that we would have flying cars and
intergalactic travel. As we move closer to
2025, our world still battles with the same
basic issue: fear. Fear is the cause of all the
senseless suffering in the world. It is what
keeps individuals from believing that
everyone deserves the right to the security of
food, clothing, shelter, safety, and education,
no matter their ethnicity, religion, sexuality,
gender, or disability. Theosophy, at its core,
can help relieve the world of its fear because it
provides the wisdom teachings to that which
draws us apart. Using the Theosophical Order
of Service as our outreach, we can provide a
salve to the suffering in the world by being an
example of the wisdom teachings in action.
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HEALTHY LIVING

Embracing Change Consciously
Part II: Reasons in favor of adopting a vegetarian diet
Marcela Riaudo

The vast scenario that develops before
our senses generates attraction or repulsion to
the great diversity of objects that it offers us,
and even indifference in some cases. But
having a clear thinking to perform an action
that we consider correct is our responsibility.

organs closely resemble that of frugivorous
animals. This diet does not generate
excitement of the nervous system and
therefore decreases the consumption of
tobacco and alcohol. It favors our individual
economy since its costs are lower.

According to the Theosophical
Glossary we can define vegetarianism as: "The
food system from which substances of animal
origin (meat and its derivatives, etc.) are
excluded. The pure vegetarian is the one who
feeds exclusively on vegetables. Some
supporters of this system ingest animal
products that are obtained without destroying
the life of the animal, such as milk and its
derivatives; others are limited to eating fruits,
and so forth. Occultism considers the
vegetarian regime very favorably for certain
number of reasons, some physical or ordinary,
and of occult order the others..."

b) The one who chooses it to avoid the
sacrifice of the animals since he sees as
terrible and unnecessary its slaughter. The
destruction of life is always a crime. There is a
business behind this killing, generating
income for those who exploit it and degrading
those who conduct such acts. Those who
consume are complicit and responsible for
such acts since they delegate to others what
they could not do with their hands.

From these two considerations we will
address the reasons that support choosing a
vegetarian diet.
From the physical, ordinary, or visible
point of view we can consider:
a) The one who chooses it because he
considers that it is purer, healthier, and more
natural. The vegetable supplies strength and
energy, being a perfectly complete food from
the chemical point of view for the nutrition of
man, directly assimilating its nutrients. A body
free of toxins and excrement substances is
therefore an organism with fewer diseases.
Our teeth as well as the jaw and digestive

We can observe that the arguments
contained in the first point are within the
sphere of the personal interest, while those of
the second point, the importance of the life of
the animal prevails, being of a compassionate
nature and therefore, of a moral order.
"All the considerations and data
adduced are of such a nature that absolutely
nothing can be objected to against it
(vegetarianism). This happens even more so
when we study the hidden side of our matter.
There are some students who border on the
occult who are not yet prepared to strictly
follow its prescriptions, for which reason
they reject its teachings when they are in
opposition to their personal customs and
desires. Some of them argue that the
question of food has a very relative
importance from the occult point of view.
However, the unanimous opinion of all the
18
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great schools of occultism, both ancient and
modern, is truly clear and definite on this
point, and all of them agree that for all true
progress absolute purity is indispensable,
both on the physical plane and as far as food
is concerned, at other higher levels."
(Vegetarianism and Occultism, C.W.
Leadbeater)
Continuing our analysis, from the
hidden point of view, we have:
a) Reasons that refer to our development, is to
make our vehicles perfect instruments of the
soul. While our food is not the only thing since
we must also purify our emotions and our
thoughts, but the truth is the close relationship
that exists between physical, astral and mental
matter. All these vehicles must be in the
highest possible degree of purity and that
cannot be achieved if we nourish them with
impure materials. Our physical body, its
sensations and perceptions cannot be found in
its highest degree of purity unless the food is
pure. It is necessary to raise our vibrations in
order to grasp the vibrations of the higher
planes, keeping an eye fixed on the ideal of
progress and human perfection.
b) Our duty to Nature: To be collaborators in
the Plan. Being on the side of the good,
favoring the evolution of all beings,
undoubtedly places us out of all abuse,
suffering or death. We know that the life that
dwells in the animal is the Divine Life. The
same one that dwells in all beings, and we
should not have such a life just to satisfy our
tastes, gratifying our senses. If we could
perceive the atmosphere around us, how
permeated it is by animal pain and anguish
because of our mistreatment.
If we reflected on this last point, we
would undoubtedly find the answer to many

ailments that humanity must face, such as the
pandemic and other diseases that we
unconsciously suffer, since these vibrations
have repercussions, even if we do not realize
such a phenomenon. All the imbalance that we
cause on our planet as a result, among other
things, of animal exploitation, generates the
ecological disasters that we are witnessing: the
terrible deforestation to "earn" land and thus
sow grain to feed the animals, the excessive
consumption of water in the industry of
exploitation and animal death, the polluting
gases of livestock. And we could go on. The
figures are chilling.
In the book At the Feet of the Master
we are described the four requirements for the

Path, the last of them being LOVE. It tells us:
Firstly: do not harm in any way.
There are three sins in the world that
produce more harm than everything else:
murmuring, cruelty and superstition,
because they are sins against love."
Stopping at the Superstition part, we
find:
Think of the horrible carnage
produced by the superstition that animals
should be slaughtered. And also because of
that even crueler superstition that men need
to be nourished by flesh.
Respecting and loving all life that is in
the different forms that appear in this
wonderful scenario that is our planet Earth is
our Great Task.
"Cease to do evil;
Learn to do good;
Purify your heart;
This is the religion of the Buddha."
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INTER-AMERICAN THEOSOPHICAL FEDERATION
INTERNATIONAL TALKS PROGRAM*
III QUARTER 2022
Zoom Platform ID and Key for all sessions
ID: 856 45946857
Password: 998220
GMT Time: 16 h
Spain: 18:00 h
Mexico: 11 am
Costa Rica: 10 h
Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic and Bolivia: 12 noon
Chile, Argentina, Brazil, and Uruguay: 13 h
Peru and Colombia: 11 h
https://www.datosmundial.com/zonas-horarias/conversor.php

Month

July

August

September

Date

Speaker

Theme

3
10
17

Miguel Ángel Burgos
Diego Fernández
Enrique Sánchez

24
31

Jorge Rodríguez M

Some Basic Theosophical Answers
The Path, the Truth, and the Life
Chelas and Laic Chelas: their Merits,
Privileges and Challenges
Alchemy Unveiled

7

María Belén Sender
Rafael Martínez L

Being Disciples Today: The Beginning
of the Path
About Plato's Esoteric Philosophy

14
21
28

Jorge Cesano
Oscar Galindo

Theosophy and Children
Noetic Action and Psychic Action

4
11

Eneida Carbonell
Gaspar Torres

18
25

Edith Padilla
Fred Fernández

Dreams and Evolution
The Theosophical Solution to Human
Suffering
The Hidden Power of Prayer
Modern Science and Ancient Wisdom
Part 2: Quantum Mechanics

* The talks are held in Spanish and can be searched subtitled on the IATF's official YouTube
channel:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo3Mtr6PlrKZkBT7Z6gXdLg
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NEWS FROM THE REGIONS

MEETINGS IN BOLIVIA
Between June 13 and 24, three months after being
postponed due to pandemic restrictions, Brothers Enrique Reig and
Isaac Jauli held a meeting with the Brothers of Bolivia.
The objectives were several. In the first place, to restart the
face-to-face work of the Brother President of the FTI, in this case
with the intention of helping Bolivia to become a section. In
addition, to meet with the Members and generate a fraternal spirit
and to collaborate with different important points of the agenda of
the Presidential Agency in the country.
The first meeting was in Cochabamba, upon whose arrival
Brs. Enrique and Isaac were received by the Presidential
Representative, Sr. Maria Luisa Cabrera. There were meetings
with the branches of the area to, in addition to enhance fraternity,
resolve some doubts, and listen to concerns. A series of full-day
workshops began day after the arrival and public lectures as well,
which are already on the YouTube Channel of the Federation,
América Teosófica:
https://www.youtube.com/channel/UCo3Mtr6PlrKZkBT7Z6gXdLg
The Illusion of Personality and its Effects on Conflict and Fraternity
The Challenges that the Spiritual Seeker Faces
Occult Teaching and Science in Explanations of the Formation of the
Universe
How Do I Know If My Life Is Being Useful?

The experience was fruitful. There were agreements on
several projects of collaboration and assistance to the lodges to
strengthen them throughout 2022 and 2023
Leaving Cochabamba the Brothers moved to La Paz,
where they were received by Brother Alberto García Huhn. That
same afternoon they met with Sr. María Luisa and the members of
La Paz to deal with various management issues. They took various
agreements aimed at supporting the activity of the TS in Bolivia.
In the following days the same system of all-day workshops and
public lectures at night was followed.
The Brothers left Bolivia with several projects to develop
with our dear Bolivian members.

In the first two pictures, from top to
bottom, the Bolivian Brothers
participate in one of the activities led
by Brs. Enrique Reig and Isaac Jauli.
In the third, accompanied by the
members in La Paz.
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WORKSHOP IN PUEBLA

Departing from La Paz, Brothers Isaac and Enrique
traveled to Puebla, Mexico, where they led the first
face-to-face workshop. Many of the Brothers of
Puebla and Mexico managed to attend celebrating
with joy to be able to meet again in a physical way,
with the appropriate protection measures. The activity
was attended by the Secretary General of the Mexican
Section, Sr. Leonor Maldonado.
The workshop was held on June 25 and lasted
throughout the day. Its theme: Psychological Abuse
and Self-Esteem.

WEBSITE OF THE INTER-AMERICAN THEOSOPHICAL FEDERATION
Since January of this year 2022, under the Videos and Dissemination Agenda, coordinated by Brs. José Luis Cabero
of Bolivia and Sr. Emilse Barrera of Argentina and with the collaboration of Sr. Edith Padilla of Peru and Br. Martín
Paz of Argentina, a work team was formed whose objective was to develop a Website for the IATF. It was entrusted
by the team to a Web designer, the also member of the Theosophical Society, Alberto Zavala, current member of the
TS in Peru. Two or three times a week and along five months, the group met to give life to this project, with the
guidance of Brother designer, until its culmination was achieved at the beginning of the month of June that just ends.
The objective of the page is to have a place on the Web to upload material, accesses and content related to the work
of the Inter-American Theosophical Federation as well as to disseminate the theosophical work carried out in the
different countries in relation to theosophical teachings. We invite all Brothers and Sisters to visit the site, which will
undoubtedly be very useful to all of us.

https://www.americateosofica.org/
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International Meeting of Young Theosophists in
Naarden: Gratitude and Renewal
Catalina Isaza

Between June 3 and 7, the
International
Meeting
of
Young
Theosophists took place at the
Theosophical Center of Naarden in the
Netherlands. The theme of the meeting
was "Treading the Path to SelfTransformation" and had as main guests
Tim Boyd, international president of the
ST and Vicente Hao Chin Jr., from the
Philippines.
For 5 days, 30 young people from
around 18 countries from 4 of the 5
continents had the opportunity to meet and meet again. As representatives of the American continent
and Spanish-speaking countries, there were participants from the USA, Canada, Brazil, Mexico,
Colombia and Spain.
A sacred place in the midst of nature and high vibrations such as the Theosophical Center of
Naarden was the perfect environment to achieve communion that reminds us that fraternity is the
basis of the construction of a transformation from within that is reflected in the world in which we
live. It is from the inner movement, the self-transformation, that we create the possibility of fulfilling
our dharma and making sense of this passage through the earth. It was, without a doubt, a
transformative experience in several dimensions.
In the midst of lectures by the two guests, workshops on the art, service and role of young
people in the future of the Theosophical Society led and devised by the young people themselves,
formal and informal talks, meetings around a guitar and a few percussion instruments and volunteer
work to collaborate with the maintenance of the facilities of the theosophical center, From contact
and observation of nature, we were able to experience the various dimensions of spirituality,
theosophy in action. At the same time, we were able to give a prospective look at the possibilities of
work in the dissemination and strengthening of the work of the TS in the different countries to which
we belong. It became clear that it is essential that the channels of diffusion of ancient Wisdom be
renewed and, little by little, adapt their vehicles without losing the deep essence that really makes the
transformation alive.
The possibility of sharing experiences from different regions, new ideas and, in addition,
being able to have several informal talks and question and answer sessions with the international
president of our TS himself, made it possible to broaden the horizons and the look in relation to our
own commitment to theosophy and the TS. The meeting was, without a doubt, an important step in
the consolidation of the revival work of the World Federation of Young Theosophists that has been
brewing since September 2021 with the help of the Zoom platform and the online participation of
young people from various corners of the planet. In addition to presenting the draft constitution of the
Federation (approved by the president and the Council of the TS), it was possible to reach an
agreement on the mission of this: "To inspire a community of seekers in the adventure of life". Several
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fronts of action were also created that allow the message of
Theosophy to reach more people and young people
specifically.
Learning from the experiences of the speakers, as well
as the people involved in the maintenance and administration
of the Naarden center was also an opportunity to incorporate
experiences and teachings that can contribute to future work
for the growth and spread of TS and Theosophy. The bonds
established during this meeting undoubtedly constitute an
important part of the fabric of the theosophical community
in the world. It is vital that this continues to be strengthened
through joint work and in future meetings. Inspiration, a sense of unity, harmony, synchronicity and,
especially, gratitude, are the feelings that remain after five days of intense and fraternal sharing.
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SERVICE ACTIVITIES

A

B
C

D

In Chiapas, Mexico, members of the Tonantzin
Lodge brought food, clothing, and toys to children
in a low-income community. In the picture, one of
the Sisters, disguised as a clown, entertains
children in the area with a story illustrated through
images shared through a small wooden stage.

The Brothers and Sisters of Mexico bring us ideas of service
through the TOS. A) In Puebla, the Damodar Lodge raised money
among the Lodges of the Mexican Section with which its
members were able to offer 500 "aguinaldos" or packages of food
to children in a locality. B) and C) Also in Puebla, the Brothers
of the HPB and Alfa Lodges joined forces to provide children at
the Hospital del Niño Poblano with special dressings and a
wheelchair, the latter for a child with cerebral palsy. D) In Mexico
City, four members of the OTS and the Aura Lodge work in
volunteering with "Las Rescatistas", a group of women who
collect dogs and cats from the street and, from their own
pecuniary, pay for sterilization, vaccines, medicine and food of
the animals and protect them to give them up for adoption.

From the Dominican Republic we also receive
forms of service. One of the Brothers of the TS
in that country offers guidance to a group of
peasants in the region, guiding them to get the
best out of their products.
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UPCOMING ACTIVITIES

INTER-AMERICAN
THEOSOPHICAL FEDERATION
INVITES
MANAGEMENT OF STUDY CENTERS
AND BRANCHES OF THE ST
AND MEMBER ATTRACTION
July, Friday 8 and Saturday 9

Time: 15 to 18 GMT and 20 to 22 GMT
Spain: 17 and 22 h. Costa Rica: 9 and 14 h.
Chile, Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic, Bolivia: 11 and
16 h.
Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay: 12 and 17 h.
Peru, Colombia: 10 and 15 h.

Knowing exactly what we want is in any enterprise a prerequisite for
success, and the Theosophical worker should therefore have sufficiently
clear notions not only in relation to the personal goals to which he
should not aspire, but also with regard to the general objectives of the
Theosophical Society in its work in the external world. It is only in this
way that the activities of most of our members working in different parts
of the world, under various conditions, can be coordinated and useful
to the overall objective of the Society.
I. K. Taimni
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In the center-west of Argentina, at the foot of the Andes and in the
vicinity of the Mendoza River, we will debate and reflect together
on the Theosophy alive in us, in the everyday life, in relationships,
in thoughts. We will study the Rules that guide the chosen path
showing that there is a divine ethic, as HPB defines Theosophy.
We will seek to discover in ourselves the Aspiration to the higher
that gives us the strength and vitality necessary to clarify the
purpose and direction of our lives.
ADDRESSED TO TSM AND SYMPATHIZERS

ANDEAN WORKING DAYS II

For more information:
Jornadas Andinas jornadasandinasst@gmail.com

PRACTICAL THEOSOPHY

October 7 - 8 - 9 - 10
TEOSOFÍA PRÁCTICA

7 - 8 - 9 - 10 de octubre

WINTER SCHOOL

Face-to-face modality
INTRODUCTORY COURSE OF THEOSOPHY

Face-to-face modality

TOS – DONATIONS – MEDITATION – HEALING
TOS in the United States of America continues to receive donations for refugees in Ukraine:www.theoservice.org .
Apply the donation to “Let TOS decide greatest need” which will allow it to be directed to refugees from Ukraine.
For more information contact Sr. Ananya Sri Ram: info@theoservice.org

Includes Meditation for Peace
23:30 GMT
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STUDY GROUPS

Argentina, Chile, Brazil, Uruguay: 13:30 hBolivia, Venezuela,
Puerto Rico and Dominican Republic:
12:30 Colombia and Peru:
11:30 h Mexico and Costa Rica: 1
0:30 California:
8:30 h
Spain: 17:30 h

3:30 h Argentina, Brazil, Uruguay
12:30 h Bolivia, Chile, Venezuela Puerto Rico and
Dominican Republic
11:30 am Mexico, Peru and Colombia
10:30 a.m. Costa Rica
9:30 a.m. CA
18:30 h Spain

Study on The Voice of Silence expanded with the text Talks on
the Path of the Occult.
Organized
of theClave
Province
of Córdoba, Argentina
Zoom:
IDby:
896Branches
4689 1707
131703
Wednesday 20:30 h Argentina time – 23h GMT
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ADYAR SCHOOLS OF WISDOM

Activities in Spanish
La sabiduría del bosque: una introducción a las Upanishads
Octubre 1 - 16, 2022 (los sábados y domingos)
Facilitador: Prof. Óscar Figueroa
Hora: 2 PM México, 4 PM Argentina, 7 PM GMT, 9 PM España,
ver la hora en su localidad
Ver más...
SOLICITUD: Clic aquí

Activities in English
An Introduction to Perennial Wisdom
July 5,8,12,15,19,22,26,29. Every Tuesday and Friday
Facilitator: Vicente Hao Chin Jr.
Hora: 9 AM GMT check your time
REGISTRATION: Click here

Fundamentals of Advaita Vedanta – An Introduction to Vedanta
Cycle I
August 28 to September 18. Every Sunday
Facilitator: Dr. Radha Raghunathan .
Time: 1:30 PM GMT check your time
REGISTRATION: Click here
http://tsconvention.com/sow-application-vic/
For more information about Wisdom Schools in Adyar

https://www.ts-adyar.org/content/school-wisdom
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YOUNG THEOSOPHISTS ACTIVITIES

ENCOUNTERS WITH THE YOUNG THEOSOPHISTS
Organized by: Spanish-Speaking Young Theosophists Group
Catalina Isaza Cantor
catalinaisazacantor@gmail.com
WhatsApp +91 83185 47750

Zoom Platform ID: 819 3692 9050
Property ID: 838490
GMT: 14:00 h
Spain: 16:00 h
Mexico: 9:00 a.m.
Costa Rica: 8:00 0 h
Puerto Rico, Dominican Republic and Bolivia: 10:00 am
Chile, Argentina, Brazil and Uruguay: 11:00 h
Peru and Colombia: 9:00 h

Date

July 31

August 28

September 26

Speakers

Theme

Heinz Felipa (Perú)
Agnes Ramírez (Costa Rica)
Elena Bessie (Italia)
Moderator: Francisco Venegas (Puerto Rico)

The astral plane and the
invisible helpers

Margaret Latouff (Puerto Rico)
Rigel Méndez (Cuba)
José Montes (Spain)
Moderator: Víctor Aponte (Venezuela)

Sofía Gimenez (Argentina)
Stephanie Vargas (Bolivia)
María de los Á. Silva Maldonado (Mexico)
Moderator: José Luis Cabero (Bolivia)

Challenges of the XXI
century and their solutions
from Theosophy

Young people and service
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